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‘he name Saddam m Arabic means “one who 
onfronts.” The president of lrag, Saddam 
Hussein, has at least twice lived up to that meaning. 
He did so when he started a war with [ran in 1980, 

raid hen mith when he Live led Kuwait a }990) 

\. border dispute sparked the war with Lran. It 
mainly involved the control of a river thar runs 
between the two countries. Large oil fields lie on 
[ran’s side of the river. Saddam beliewed his army 


could Cap. ift the 11h. lt i wulcl Mot, md the call ended 





In iraw wter €l hit h if | tow ht Vears 


Saddam Hussein (above) The invasion of 1990 also had oil as its goal 


became president of Ivag in Kuwait, a small country on Iraq's sourheastern 

1979. In 1980, he started a border, was wealthy with oil reserves. Saddam hoped 
war with Iran (oposite) that tO COMUET Kuwait and make it part of lrag 

lasted eight years. On July 17, in a speech made in Baghdad, Iraq's 


capital, Saddam blamed Kuwait for producing tox 
much oil. He claimed that this action caused world oil prices to drop. As a resule, 
Iraq's earnings from its own oil sales dropped, too. He also accused Kuwait's govern 
ment of secretly drawing more than its tair share of oil trom the Rumaila oil field. 
This vast field runs beneath both sides of the lrag-Kuwait border 
Finally, Saddam expre ssed an set when the leaders of Kuwait refused to t relive 
the large loans it had made to brag during its war with Iran. If he took over Kuwait 


his government would not need to repay those loans, 





Many world leaders tried to persuade Saddam to give up his announced plan to 


, | invade Kuwait, but their arguments failed. Saddam chose confrontation instead, On 
August 2, 1990, lragi soldiers and tanks crunched into Kuwait. Weakly defended, the 
l CUNtry Th cl LYE, kly OVvcrrunl Its leader, the emir of Kuwait, fa yped fo near oA 
: : r Arabia within hours. As soon as Saddam's soldiers crossed the border, they began to 
" terrorize Kuwaiti citizens and loot their property. 
The international community quickly condemned Iraq's action. Before the day 
: ended, the United Nations demanded that Saddam withdraw his tro ys AC Once 
oc x: Defiant, the lragi president instead announced his intention to annex Kuwait and 
make it pert ct his COoMUNery Ay lara nunl ver cw Laci hMOoTces then CT a t li mae Do the 
‘ border between Bo uw all and Saudi Arabia. It Seetned Pr ba il th - micht attack Saucli 
Arabia next, It, too, had huge quantities of oil 
, Aware of the threat to his country, Saudi Arabia's king asked the United States 
for military help to prevent any attack. He also invited American forces to take up 
' a 7 positions in his country. They began to arrive in the kingdom a day later. Their 
: : presence on Saudi soil marked the first stages of Operation Desert Shield. Designed to 
. ia J ’ ‘ defend Saudi Arabia, the operation came to include forces from an international 
~~ | 5 . a . coalition formed by the United States and endorsed by the United Nations. Some 
~ a eet Dae ) ie . thirty-fis é€ countries eventually joined the coalition 
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When Iraq inwaded Kuwait in 1990, Saddam Hussem claimed that Kuwait produced too Ajter Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, soldiers from thirty-five countries, including these from 


much oil and depressed prices. France, formed a coalition to prevent an attack on Saudi Arabia. 


ee se 














In January 199], hundreds of bombs were dropped on Baghdad as Operation Desert 
Storm began. 


[raq's leaders took note of the growing force set to keep rag from advancing an 
farther. They chose not to try to invade Saudi Arabia, but they did not withdraw 


from Kuwait either. Instead, on August 28, Saddam declared the annexation al 


j 


Kuwait and labeled it the nineteent! province of Iraq. The U1 ited Nations 


responded swilth lt declared the annexation to be “null and void, 


AA : es I : . 1 : I. | 
[i [ this LAL sho lacy ct coal City cs Whnecw rire LoS ATW SCE nethene I 


their military to Diplomatic ettorts to prevent armed contlict tailed, as they ha 
tal ent the invasion of Kuwait j i first place. Nor did the economic 
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UN member states agreed not to trade with lrag. This hurt Iraq's economy. The 
country could not sell its oil to buy such things as food, cars, or weapons 

Saddam's continued refusal to withdraw his troops then prompted coalition 
military leaders to develop and refine an overall plan. It called for Operation Desert 
shield to change into ( meranion Desert Storm. The coalition now planned [oO €xpe | 
lraqi torces from Kuwait altogether 

In league with the United Nations, at the end of November the coalition gave 
[raq a stern deadline. It must leave Kuwait by January 15, 1991, or face military 
action. Saddam ignored the deadline. Two days later, the coalition unleashed 
Operation Desert Storm. It started with a thunderous air campaign. Bombs and mis 
siles rained down on Iraqi troop positions, tanks, mobile missile launchers, and radar 
sites. Saddam responded by launching Scud missiles at Saudi Arabia and Israel. These 
Soviet-built ballistic missiles can carry chemical, biological, and nuclear warheads. 

The ground-war ph we of Desert Storm started on February 24, 1991, the cay 
coalition Moos atta ked lragi ju Sihionis iM and around Kw a. I he hartle erwte d Lh 
ul hex sive victory far the Lf ulit Low use Tow clay . later Its pert and hres ul Cyt 
whelmed the Iraqi army, driven it from Kuwait, and chased it into Iraq. The fighting 
ended after the coalition declared a cease-fire. The Persian Gulf War came to an 


official close on April 11 when Itag formally agreed to UN peace terms. 





After only four days of ground fighting, lragt soldiers m Auwatt surrender ed and Irag 


agreed to LUN peace terms. 
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The war inflicted great physical and environmental 
damare Lil K uw ait. Belore they retreated, Iraqi bel idiers al 


fire To s0me seven hundred Kuwaiti oil we ls, Then they 


opened shoreside pipelines to let oil flow directly into the 


waters of the gulf. They also destroyed several desalinization 
plants that Kuwait depended on for fresh water. 

Although the coalition won a decisive military victory, 
it did not topple Saddam. His political power, however, had 
decreased. Soon after the war ended, Shiites in southwest 
[rag and Kurds in the north began a revolt. These Prous 
represent different branches of the Islamic religion and gen 
erally oppose Saddam's branch, the Sunni. On his orders, 
Saddam's special forces attacked the rebels with bullets, 
grenades, and poison gas. Crushed, the revolt faded 

While Saddam had agreed to peace terms, he tried 
from the start to evade them. One of the terms required 
him to give UN inspectors the freedom to search all lrag 
for conventional weapons and those of mass destruction. 
But Saddam did not cooperate. Instead, he played a clever 
‘eel Tac cot hide-and-seek. | he ae Last ec for TAL Wei. 

As they retreated from Kiawait, lragi soldiers set seven 
hundred Kanwaiti oil wells on fire and opened pipelines 
to let oil flow directly nto the Persian Gnuilf. 











SADDAM HUSSEIN 


Om 00 a poor family in a small northern lraqi village on April 18, 1937, Saddam 

Hussein learned to read and write only after he moved to Baghdad at age ten 
Encouraged by his uncle, an army officer, he became active in polinic s, AQ nineteen, 
he joined the Ba'ath Party, whik ly it the time was weak in influence After t iking 


part in a tailed attempt to assassinate Iraq's prime minister, Saddam tled to Syria and 





ven Egypt, where he studied law 

Jailed within a year of his return to Baghdad, he escaped and soon became an 
important figure in the Ba'ath Party. [t gained political control of Irag in 1968. 
caddam held several top party posts over the next ten years. He also became an 
army general and formed a secret police force to fight off any challenges to Ba'ath 
rule. He became president of Iraq 
in |Y/? 

In July 1990, Saddam started to 
comp! in public ly about his southern 
neighh iT, Kuwait. he pe] pened His 
complaints with grave threats. If his 
mostly oil-related disputes with 
Kuwait could not be settled in Iraq's 
tavor, it might then take military 
ction. The lragi army at the time 
ranked as the fourth large st in the 
world. It had also gained consider- 
ible combat experience during the 


long bran-lraq War. Saddam's threats, 





is a result, alarmed Kuwait, a large 
. number of Arab nations, and the 
Phe Ba'ath Party took political control of Irag in 1968, 


: international community 
Saddam Hussein (abowe right and opposite page) hela 


top party posts until becoming lragi president in 1979. nas ve ee es 

! to ple 8 from many world leaders for 
liracy to tind a peaceful way to settle 
LS GiSspiiies, Sep | monly inrensitn df his thre ats. | fe Even promised io hhow up MMrcst 
of the oil wells in the Middle East if he did not get his way. T 


5 E I 
massed his troyps on Kuwait's border 


! bolster his STAT c. he 
When the liste went unresolved, he ordered 
them to invade. His decision ignited the Persian Gulf War 





Following Iraq's defeat in record time by the U.S.-led coalition, 
a humbled Saddam turned his attention to his regime. He wanted to 


restore it to the came absolute power if had before the war. He soon 


rebuilt his army, put down rebellions against his rule, and repolished 


his tarril shel imiaime 45 the strone-arn leader iat [raqy. He also resisted 
LIM WE Ons (Specs | lis wncoK ye rats © ACCliCM le led it the 


invasion and occupation of lrag by a second coalition led by the 
United States and England in 2003 


ET 


When lrag invewded Kiswait, the [vei anny wos the fourth-largest in the 
world. It had been well trained after cight years of fighting with Iran. 





GEORGE H.W. BUSH 


U.S. PRESIDENT LED THE COALITION TO VICTORY 


m toa wealthy family on July 24, 1924, George H.W. Bush went on to 
react ite from Yale Coll fe in New Haven, Connecticut 
| industry. | i later won a 


lent Richard M. Ni 


, and then moved to 
ey in i " TEES S for One term. 
con named him representative to the United 
POVEMMENL appoint followed, which included 
e (Central Intelligence Agency. After L served eight yea 
tonald Reagan, Bush became president in 1988. 
lraq’s attack on Kuwait presented Bush with a seriou 
Saddam Hussein's plans went beyond Kuwait. It was that the lragi president 
ne the strongest Arab ruler in the Middle East. He could do so by 


ith | ai iv i“ als the | Inited 


is Vice president under 


s crisis. He suspected that 
ro Secret 

wanted to heco 

next invading Saudi Arabia Arab Emirates, another oil- 

rich nation nearby. Bush worried that it Saddam succeeded, he would 

portion of the world's oil supply. Industrial mations 


then be at the mer Y OF S idclam’'s whims. 
1 


When Saddam moved his troops close to the 


lragi aggression “will not stand,” he announced on August 5, 1990, 


he i rdere 1 i Ss rou I plare 7 and WA ch os ships ci the 


He also set in motion liplomatic moves to create 


control a large 
. which depended on oil, might 


Saudi border, Bush did not hesitate. 


| With days late [, 
Saudi kinedom it help 


lth international 


detend it, 
it alition to resist 


ts 
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In Lug t 1990, President George H. W. Bush (opposite) be vor preparations fm 
(Jperation Desert Shield by sending LS. troops into Saudi Arabia 





one as director of 







s iz 


The 








Saddam. Partly as a result of these moves, the United Nations condemned the 
invasion. The world body also slapped lraq with tough economic sanctions. 

Over the next five months, Bush waited to see it armed conflict could be 
woided by lig lomacy. Not hopet il, he sent a steady stream of American 
forces to the region. Then, in early January 1991, the president ordered the 
U.S.-led coalition to eject the lragis from Kuwait if they did not withdraw on 
their CYT | hey did nor, and they sultered the LT LT Ps 

After the war, Bush received high praise for the effective way in which he 
had conducted it as the coalition’s commander in chiet. His popularity in the 


United States soared. | hen, is the presidential eles Lor cl November 1994 


ipproached, the U.S. economy took a tumble. Unemployment rose, and the 


stock market fell, The president lost his bid for reelection. Succeeded by 


Bill ( ‘linton, Bush Te tired Lio his hie MOMS Uh Houston, Te Aids, 


By January 1991, rag still refused to withdraw from Kiewait. President Bush 
launched Operation Desert Storm, using U.S. troops, planes, and warships to 


eject lragi forces from Kuwait, 








Ihe first woman to serve as prime minister of England, Margaret Thatcher 

held that office from 1979 to 1990. Born on October 13, 1925, she had studied 
hemistry at Oxford betore studying law and entering politics. Because of her 
strong political views, she later became known as the “Iron Lady.” 

Thatcher beliewed thar England's government was too large and costly, so she 
worked to reduce it. Since American president Ronald Reagan held similar views 
about the US. government, the two leaders struck up a close personal friendship. 

I hate at ts ri lation nip ith Pre sident ¢ CTs HH VA Hush wis bess cles Bit i uli il 

Hy COmcidet ce. I hare | hy ul pus Wrivet if Aspen, 
(Colorado, the day lrag invaded Kuwait. She had come to 
eak at the same conference that Bush would also address 


he two leaders met the morning before the conterence 


1 hh a: che il st i d Th ti het 1 het © DoW | the TV os ea 
She did not hesitate to condemn it, and added char dictators 


ike Saddam must be stopped. She also warned that if he went 





Tih TM Mia) rconorol of the w li 5 1 TesMMrces, tia could 


Ten Wee Goon War aeainst i dusts wized nations 


Ath meh rhe jer ident listem cf ro litterin OPUNLOrLS irom 


me of his advisers, he soon agreed with the prime minister 





Firmly convinced she was right, he decided to openly oppose 


Ate? frag invaded Kuwait, ; ; 
British Prime Minister lr a] Before she returned home, Thatcher also assured the 


Margaret Thatcher (opposite) president that England could be counted ont ) Participate wn 
pledged England's support, iny military showdown with Saddam Hussein. British tro WS, 


including tanks (abowe }. planes, and ships soon joined U.S. forces in the Persian Gull 
Soon afterward, [Thatcher lost a crucial Conservative 

Party election. She resigned as prime minister and was r placed by John Major in 

November |) six weeks before ¢ \per ition Desert Storm untobded. Fi lowing her 

lead, Major reconfirmed England's pledge to provide significant support to che 

coaliti i. 

Nite ia i chet iF Tt ite, il i bag ume Lach Nhlar wre'l Th itche. whys mn (hue Tl 
Elizabeth ; 


hi FUSS 1h P IPA ee, whe re her title | CAME Barone 43 ‘ hatc het ot Ke SCC Veh 


LWA 
i 


rded her che tithe “Dame of the British Empire,” a title of great distine- 
Ll 


1 i 
ror Fy inv l rel er wen ti hold 1 eit i the Honus il | Lif is, the upper 
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SOVIET PRESIDENT CONDEMNED THE INVASION ET 


——- 


| ; om March 2, 1931, on a large Soviet farm, Mikhail Gorbachev first joined 
BF the Communist Party while a law student at Moscow University. He rose steadily 
in party ranks and became an expert in the Soviet Union's agricultural attairs. He 





succecded Leonid Brezhnev as secretary—eeneral of the Soviet Union in 1985. His 

goal was to make his country’s government more modern, efficient, and democratic. 
He also wanted to improve relations with the West. In 1987, he and U.S. president 
Ronald Reagan reached dl historic APToEMen Ti end rhe highly eXPensive as [ae 


between the Wo COUNTICSs lernsic LS cased cua nuit the Well whl when the i ‘old War 





ended. It hes « al ect “A sold” bec ase its [Wo main ke als, the Sav 11 L inion ard the 
United States, never started a real or “hot" war between them. 

Even though the Soviet Union teetered on the brink of economic collapse in 
1990, Gorbachew had by then won international acclaim for having helped end the 
Cold War. Many people saw him as a peacemaker of great influence. Shortly after 
Saddam Hussein began to threaten Kuwait, Gorbachev approached him. The Soviet 
leader suggested that Saddam pursue a peaceful path in its relations with Kuwait 
Saddam rejected the idea. Like so many others, Gorbachev could not coax the 
lragi president to change course. 

Afterward, Gorbachev decided to back the United States and the United Nations. 
Two days after the invasion of Kuwait, the Soviet Union and the United States 
issued a joint statement that condemned the invasion. This came as a blow to 
Saddam, who expected the same approval and military aid the Soviets had provided 
him in the past. Instead, he now found the world's two superpowers allied against 
him. While the Soviet Union did not provide combat troops to the coalition’s 
war effort, Gorbachev's decision prompted other Communist countries to join 
the CaMpaicen APA lraq 

In his own country, Gorbachev's hold on power had dramatically slipped. He 
resigned in December 1991 after the Soviet Union broke up and was replaced by 





a loose alliance of former Soviet republics, chief among them Russia. Gorbaches 
attempted a political comeback in 1996 when he sought election as Russia’s 
president. He drew bess than 2 percent al the vote. He then devoted himself 


to writing books. 














When Saddam began to threaten Kuwait, Mikhail Gorbachev tried wiswccessfully 
to convince him to not to inwade Kanwait. 








Yancois Mitterrand was born on October 26, 1916, in the village of Jarnac in 


1 





western France. After he studied law at the University of Paris, he f Mure with 


the French army against Germany in World War II. He then took up government 





ervice and politics. He won election as France's first Socialist presicke nt in 19S. 


Lt Frere n had tI recline te d ae h financial ancl military business 





Like the Soviets, t 
with Iraq before the Persian Gulf War. They worried that opposing Saddam Hussein 
might reduce their influence in the Middle East. Even so, the French joined the 
coalition rieht atter it was formed 

soon, however, Mitterrand began t EXPNCSss doubts about the use of force against 
lac He then sent a series of private | roposals [i wham (ne props cal would have 
allowed Iraq to keep part of coastal Kuwait if it withdrew from the rest of the country. 
Saddam refused to budge. Nor was it likely t 


such a generous props sal. That would only have rewarded Saddam for his attack 





well che coalition wl maldl hy aw cere wil fo 


on his neighbor 

Coalition leaders no longer believed that diplomacy could end the conflict, and 
they grew more and more upset with Mitterrand’s independent efforts to make a 
deal with Saddam 

Ly spite Mitten ind’s actions, on the eve of Desert Storm, he returned France 
firmly to the coalition fold. He put twenty thousand French troops and two hundred 
aircraft under coalition command 

French [roops Perorne d admirably in the liberation of Kuwait; however, no 
French companies were asked to take part in the profitable work of rebuilding Kuwait 
iter the war. This reflected the irritation coalition leaders felt when Mitterrand 
had openly questioned the use of force against Iraq and attempted to negotiate 


ae Pll init ly Wilh si dam 


4 


A popular president, Mitterrand remained in office until he retired in 1995, He 
had served for fourteen years, longer than any other French president. Among his 
ther accomplishments, he is credited in France for his efforts to improve relations 
with other European nations, Germany in particular. He died in 1996 after a long 


Pact Wh th Cancel 


Francois Mitterand had dowbts about the coalition using force against Iraq. He 
unsuccessfully tried to talk Saddam inte withdrawing from Kuwait. 








FAHD IBN ‘ABD AL-AZIZ 








f ing Fahd was born in 1923, in Riyadh, the « apital ol Saudi Arabia. He was the 

Mason of King Abdul Aziz (known as [bn Sa’ud), who founded the Saudi kingdom 
in 1932. After he received a princely Islamic education and later held several key 
pasts in the Saudi government, Fahd was crowned king in 1952. Fahd also became a 
leader in the Arab world, and he tried to ease tensions the Middle East. 

The new king stayed friendly with the West. This tradition resulted trom the help 
the Saudi monarchy received in its early years. At that time, many experts from the 
Wnited States and other countries showed the Saudis how to find oil and extract it 
Western nations soon became good customers tor Saudi oil. 

Like so many others in the summer of 1990, the king urged Saddam not to march 
mro Kuwait. When he did, Fahd condemned the invasion and demanded immediate 
withdrawal. Days later, U.S. secretary 
of defense Dick Cheney and General 
Norman Schwarzkopf, commande 
of U.S. forces in the Persian Gulf, 
visited the king in his Riyadh palace 
The American leaders told the king 
that Saddam posed a threat to Saudi 
Arabia. Fahd agreed. He then for- 
mally invited U.S. forces to set up 
hases on its soil. This proved to be a 


key ste pin t wilding an international 





coalition. le alse ST ed 6 an mvVitae 





tion for other Arab states to join Opposite: When rag refused to withdraw from 

the coalition, which many did Kuwait, King Fahd asked the United States for 
The king did not stop there. He military aid to prevent an invasion of Sawdi Arabia. 
alec pre wided the coalition with Abowe: Well-trained Saudi soldiers joined coalition 


well-trained Saudi troops forces in Operation Desert Shield. 


After the war, Fahdl's health 
began to fail. A diabetic, he suffered a stroke in 1995, which forced him to cut back 
on his official duties. He stopped presiding over Saudi cabinet meetings in 1996 
His half-brother, Grown Prince Abdullah, has since taken over many of the king's 
responsibilities. Selected long ago to succeed Fahd, Abdullah is now widely seen 


as the ac ring head of Saudi Arabia. 


DicK CHENEY 





om on January 30, 1941, in Lincoln, Nebraska, Dick Cheney grew up in 


Lh i. 
Laer, We hOTmin Liter ne e unnect master * degree iti Litic 1 sClernce al the 





University of Wyoming, he moved to Washington, DC., where he began a career in 
mavermment. He worked ; pecial assistant in the Nixon administration and lates 
6 President Gerald Ford’s chief of staff. He then won elective office in Wyoming and 
erved five straight terms in Congress. He became the Republican leader in the 
House of Representacives during his last term. When President George H.W. Bush 
fook offpoe, he & lected ¢ heney fo Serys ecretary of deters 

Even a month before Sacklam's invasion, (Cheney had to make sure the US 
military was prepared to stop any Iraqi advance beyond Kuwait. It also needed t 
be ready to expel Iraqis trom Kuwairt, if the president so ordered. The secretary quick 
ly direct i hi DOD COMMITTEE rs TO end r, round, und nas il forces to the fersian 


(oult region, Meanwhile, he met with the detense ministers of other countries. Ifa 


multinational coalition were to work, its troops would have to be combined int 
asingle, unitied force. It fell mostly to Cheney to arrange such an alliance 

Ince it occupied Kuwait, the [raqi army pushed toward the Kuwait-Saudi border. 
This aggressive posture prompted Cheney to fly to Saudi Arabia. He brought with 
him General Norman Schwarzkopf, commander in chief of coalition forces. They 
wamed King Fahd of the threat that faced his country. Convinced, the king agreed 

oin the newly formed coalition. He also gave it Permission to base many of its 
military operations in Saudi Arabia 


(Cheney then emb rked NM a SETS liplowmnaric missions, all of then lesignved 





sli \ Ye e he ci MT let that task, he 


directed the war effort with Schwar kop and Joint Chiefs of Statt ch iirman, (oeneral 


a = % a Dans 7 . es > 
\ enlis Ms Cy on members Ls Ps 5] 


(Colin Powell. [The secretary also took Part Ln Preparations Tor coalition ir patrols 
i“ lie ater the war enh 
When Bush failed to win reelection in 1992, Cheney left government to head 


1 daree Const On COPMOranOn i We yon ing He returned t the Was 





neon 


| T . r f T : | ‘ 7 yaa .. . J 1 . .. = 2. ow We 
ime lich tter he was elected vice president of the United States in 200 


Wefense Secretary Dick Cheney helped recruit thirty-five countries to join thi 
coalition. He then directed the war with Geeneral Norman Schawarrkopf cir 
General Colin Powell. 








FOSNI MUBARAK 





EGYPTIAN PR i=) a, i ] ‘ r lal 


Dp om May 4, 1928, in the Nile delta region of Egypt, Hosni Mubarak chose to follow 
BUD a military career, He graduated from both the | cyptian Military Academy and the 
Eeyptian Air Force Academy. He climbed steadily in rank and eventually became 
Egypt's air marshal. In 1975, President Anwar Sadat named him vice president. Six 
years later, assassins killed Sadat at a military parade. Mubarak took his place. 

The new president inherited a troubled relationship with the Arab League. Made 
up of all the Arab nations, the le: Lr had dismissed Egypt as a member after Sadat 
signed a peace treaty in 1979 with a traditional Arab enemy, Israel. When he became 
president Lt | ‘Os l, Mubarak urved the league CO) Pestire Egypt s membership. it Li WOK 
the le arue eight Years TO dei ite 
Not until 1989 did it readmit Egype 
bo its rolls, 


Mubarak regarded the readmission 


ms Fl personal Wit tory, I rt hact mended | 


relations with the Arab world. Later | =" 
that year, Kuwait awarded him the ‘ Fos & 1 Jy 
"Medal of the Great Mubarak.” This | | a ne 
, 7 i + 7 seal 
prize is named after an important "a a é ae 
' | a oe 
leader M1 [sl HOU LN history, as iS the om ge ae Poe 
Egyptian president himself. ; 


His reputation in the Arab world 
on the rise, Mubarak faced an awk 





ward situation when Saddam Hussein 
threarened Kuwait with invasion. Iraq Horn Mubarak led Egypt inte the coalition. Other 
and Kuwait were both members of the Arab League members followed his example. 
Arab League, and Mubarak was unsure 
whose side to take. Eventually, he chose a middle ground. 

After several artempts to smooth the differences that divided Iraq and Kuwait, 
Mubarak Ez ve up Pressect ly the | nited Anes ind the Saudis, he bri mchit Eo py Iitta 
the coalition. Many members of the Arab League followed his example, to the relict 
of U.S. leaders—and to the relief of Mubarak, as well. 

Egyptians reelected Mubarak president in 1993. He then became an outspoken 
enemy of his country’s Islamic extremists. Such extremists were thought to have made 


an athempt on his life in 1985. He won reelection to mother six-year term in [9949 





mm in Houston, Texas, on April 28, 1930, James Baker attended Princeton 


University. After he served in the Marine ¢ OTps, he attended the University of 





ve earned a law degree. He first came to Washington in 1975 as under- 
retary of commerce under President Gerald Ford. President Ronald Reagan named 
him secretary of the treasury in 1985, and President George H.W. Bush picked him to 
. werve as secretary ot state in [YVSY 
As the nation’s top diplomat, Baker 
coon found himself at an international 
crossroads in his new job at the State 
Department. Once rag invaded Kuwait, 
the secretary had to make the American 
position clear to other countries as well 
is to the United Nations. In the months 


following, he also helped enlist various 





coalition members. 
4. trip to Moscow in late November 
Jame ¢ Baker (ubows right anil Opposite page| voted 


in the LUN Sex writvy Council to ap pri militar | » pe 1 crux iat : INCE NCOs, 


action against lrag. ‘Two months later, Congress Ata high-level meeting, Baker won 
voted to authorize the use of for ¢ agaist lrag Swvier consent to ler che Linired N MOMs 


Lis luce Cree kee VY Words in Its late +f 


resolution condemning lrag. [he final resolution stated thar the coalition could use 


necessary means to drive lraq our of Kuwait. These words meant thar the UN 
did nor limit the coalition to only economic or political action. Instead, it allowed 


tor the use of military f roe, tthe U.S.-led coal tion chose 


Ihe secretary attended another crucial meeting on Januar 9 1891, in Geneva, 
switzerland. There he met with 7 iri) AVziz, [rag ‘foreign minister. Baker arrived with 
i letter trom Bush to Saddam. It offered him one last chance to withdraw prea ehulls 
trom Kuwait. After he heard from Baker what the letter contained, Aziz refused to 


take it to his | sident. | 





is refusal meant that all hope for a peaceful outcome was 
linet Just three days later, the previcn sly hesitant U.S. Congress voted to allow Bush 
to use force against Ira | The stage for war was now tully set 

Baker served as secretary of state until August 199! when he began work as Bush's 


t hi “|| Wi aL if At che epi Lot cr Bush pre 1 ler 1, he 1 ved Lil Houston ti pl wric#t 


law. He remains active in Re publican | 


curs ji lit cs 








TARIQ AZIZ 











_) orm in 1936 near the northern city of Mosul, Tariq Aziz was given the name 


A Michael Yuhanna by his parents. To avoid religious bias against him as a 


(“hristian in a marsttly Muslim COUIVETY, he later took his Muslim name. In Arabic, 


it means “glorious past.” 


After he earned a degree in English literature at the Baghdad College of Fine 


Arts, Aziz worked as a journalist. He then became the top editor of the Ba'ath Party's 


newspaper. From there he moved into government service, where he soon befriended 


Saddam Hussein. Aziz eventually rose to the combined post of foreign minister 


and deputy prime minister. In 1980, he survived an assassination attempt. 


Even in the months before the invasion 
of Kuwait, Aziz became as familiar to the 
world as his notorious leader. As Iraq's 
chief dipk mat, it was his job to explain 
and justify Saddam's actions to the inter- 
national community. In one television 
press conference after another, he lashed 
aut bitterly at other countries. These 
included Kuwait, Arab members of the 
coalition, and especially the United States 

Aziz never wavered in reflecting 
Saddam's hard-line refusal to change his 
Wives plans, EVeETL Wi A eneva during hus 
memorable Mmeenng with | la’, REL retary cof 
state James Baker, when he declined to 





Opposite: Tariq Aziz refused to deliver a 
letter from Bush to Saddam demanding Iraq's 
withdrawal from Kanwait. Abowe: Aziz tried 
unsuccessfully to convince Egypt ‘s Hosni 
Mubarak to support lrag's invasion of Kuwait. 


deliver to Saddam a last-chance lerrer from U.S. president George H.W. Bush 


The letter demanded that Iragis withdraw from Kuwait. 


Aziz remained dutifully loyal to Saddam once the coalition scored its quick 


and decisive victory. He vigorously defended his government's brutal assault on the 


country’s rebellious Shiites and Kurds, which took place soon after the war ended. 


Aziz also resumed his role as Saddam's main spokesman. 


In early 2005, anew coalition, agri led by l LS. ar British fiwces, invaded Iraq 


after Saddam Hussein repeatedly refused to cooperate with LIN weapons inspectors. 


Baghdad fell to coalition forces in April, and two weeks later, Aziz was taken into 


U.S. custody. His long service as Saddam's spokesman was at an end. 





(COLIN L. POWELL 


DIRECTED THE COALITION'S MILITARY STRATEGY 


porn in New York's Harlem on April 5, 1937, Colin L. Powell was raised in the 
B: with Bronx by he naican American parcrits He eamed i hachel it's degree il 
the City College of New York in 1958, and then joined the U.S. Army as a second 
liewtenant. After he reached the rank of four-star general, he was named chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the highest position in the American military. The 
chairman acts as the main link between the armed forces and the president and 
his secretary of detense 
Experienced in combat, Powell knew the high cost of war in lives and money. 
\s chairman, he wanted political leaders to give the military a clear mission before 
entering any war. Once they did, 
they would need to provide enough 
resources so the military could win an 
cv erwhelming VICTONM In a Very shi wt 
period of time. 
President George H.W. Bush and 
Secretary of Defense Dick Cheney 
ATC d. Once the president decided 
to defend the Saudis, Powell ordered 
some 290,000 US. troops, hundreds 
ail ships, ind thousands of planes incl 
tanks to the desert kinadom. This 
-* signaled the start of Operation Desert 
2s ) iz ws ode 
Colin Powell (above and opposite) used his years of ore Id When the president later 
decided to liberate Kuwait, Powell 


Cw) 
ehhh 


U3. Army experience in directing the military strat- 
OU) ton Ps. 


egy of Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm. MOTE aa awchclit Lowman 
Coalition forces were then strong 
enough to launch Operation Desert Storm. Under the direction of Bush, Cheney, 
and Powell, General Norman Schw izkopi carried out the military strategy that 
led to a swirl victory in Kuwait 

Powell retired from the military in September 1993. He then wrote his auto- 
biog phy ind became a papuul I pul lix ay iker. He also refused to start a [Ns litical 
career despite pressure to do so by both Republicans and Democrats. In December 
POO Pr vk lent a Corie WW Bu h nominated him is SCCTeCary Of state He Ws shorn 


Wy 


into that office on January 20, 2001. 


























he a ih] of Alt AGL PT eer al, H. Norm a0 Se hwarzke pt Writs hi Th Gh Au ons ii. [O34 
& in [renton, New Jersey. A graduate of the U. 5. Military Academy at West Point, 
New York, his career included combat action in Vietnam and Grenada, desk jobs at the 
Pentagon, and command positions with several infantry divisions. Over the years, his 

sharp mind and quick temper earned him the nickname “Stormin’ Norman." 

By then a four-star general, Schwarzkopf was named commander of the U.S. Army 
Central Command in 1988. Soon after his appointment, the general ordered his staft 
Li conduct cl computerized Well palit, i lesigned ta ah A hi Wh Persian if mld oil fields 
could he defended, It ine luded ol careful cy aluarix 1a ot Iraqi forces A, tew LTht mnths later, 
lracy invaded Kuwait, but ie hwarzkopt h id clone his homewe irk. Lhe INSITUChVe Wia#l 
game had fully prepared him to block further Iraqi advances. 

schwarzkopt's greatest achievements lay 
in the plan he drew up for Desert Storm and 
in the skillful execution of that plan. The 
operation called for air attacks to weaken 
lraqi reinforcements clustered Just i muitsice 
Kuwait, followed by a ground war launched 
from Saudi Arabia. 

Schwarzkopt’s ground-war plan involved 
tricking the Iraqis into believing that the 
covalit 1 Wa ule arrack trom the Waters Of the 





Persian Gulf. U.S. Marines and other units : 
aid he =. 


instead mounted a real attack from the Saudi ee vgn 
(jeneral Norman Schwarzkop? (abowe, second 


from left) planned and executed Operation 
Desert Storm so skillfully that it was one orf 


border directly into Kuwait City. Also 
according to Schwarzkopt’s plan, another 
KIA (le on force swept und te ted 7 ‘ 
_ erful co ition force swey eae. the shortest and most swecessful wars in 
around Kuwait's western and northern border military history. 

with Iraq. This sweep flattened the [raqis. — -——--- += 









































Iraq surrendered less than one hundred hours after the ground war began. Schwarz 
kopf had led one of the most successtul—and shortest—wars in military history 

Schwarzkopf retired trom active duty a few months after the conclusion of the war 
He has since written his autobiography and become a featured speaker who attracts 
large audiences across the country. When the 1999 presidential election approached, 


Schwarzkopf made many speeches in support of candidate George W. Bush. 





Opposite: Svriin pre siilerat Hafiz 
al-Assad realized he would need u tight Saddam 
frmancial heli from the Wea after l lu United State 
the breakup of the Soviet Linion. 
Above: 
and sent military forces to 
fight Iraq. 


HAFIZ AL-ASSAD 





mm ina rural Syrian village on October 6, 1950, Hafiz al-Assad became a fighter 


pilot and received combar flight training in the Soviet Union and Egypt. He nose 
n rank co become commander of the Syrian air force before he took over as secretary 
f defense. By then he had become a leading figure in Syria's Ba'ath Party. He was 


Was Tes lex tect or three SCVeEn-Vear Terns alter th If. 
4 j ; | as 4 ; ‘ 
Lsad controlled his country with the same strong 


mm tactics Saddam Hussein used in lrag. Although both 


i L 
COMMITS Are tha itil Pie Aral ates, Cer Cw leach rs 


disliked each other intensely. Each saw the other asa 
rival in the often heated mix of Middle East politics 


same dislike and rivalry existed herween the Iraqi 
ranch f the Ba ‘ath Party ancl the Swrian branch. lt 


came as no supprise when Syria supported [ran in its war 


: ee --» F ’ 
During the 1970s and 1980s. the Soviet Union gave 


syria billions of dollars to build up Its immed forces 


When it seemed apparent that the Sovier Union would 


Te uk up, A\ssa rice led DL} fir i thet evMrce tor tinan 


cial aid. He looked shrewdly toward the Western 


Pia LS Lac sinvasion of K WHlt Gave him the pertect 


t | nce fo cary Avie with rhis [4 ssible DCW SUPE 


hi mie Wil hi a aE ral tl 





As - ‘ al 
wer Al ib COMIN es, SVT POINC 


| 7 : ; 
Lhe COMNTMON wl iy netribute i] substanti il miilit iry forces 


Wels | the ul ur ly LT wetul hi this 
Ww Of Si PPO. SOON iter the Wail ended, thie L nitect 


Syria joined the coalition States and Kuwait rewarded Syria with billions of dollars 


5 %, | : ] 
Mi sic. CT Ee Less, Assi Came tT Openly rescnil the 


heightened inthuence of the Unired Stare 
Middle East 


Mi | | | lr] | | 
1 hae ; Vit j j 1 i a 
ew Ven Wee, Pe imi iil ity the 


mn the 


iT | | PAM is A, ex i | wer CMs tof vie rhe Wet for 


1 pocomplished fis Alm hy ruthless mca; | le either 
life Tr sere iWriti Kile NYOnNe In GOVEMmMent Wi 


Pd TT hit ch ill Nit i. shar Ti ¥ the 
presidency. When Assad died on June 10, 2000, his son became Syria's president. 





YITZHAK SHAMIR 





| 


min eastern Poland in 1915, Shamir left Warsaw University at age twenty to go 
to British-controlled Palestine. He resumed his law studies in Jet salem. At the 
to British rule. Atrer 





Sale Cir he founded im undereroun 1 eri LET violet tly PPses 
Cyl Tests wrvcl LY Ss i § Ton Va tish pris WS, hie weds EE ntect sy lum Ww f Led a. He 


returned to Jerusalem in 1948, just before Israel became an independent state. Two 


years later, Shamir joined the Mossad, Israel's intelligence agency. He entered politics 
n 1970 and became foreign minister in 1983 and prime minister in 1984, 


4 man of action, Shamir, 

5 : 
prime minister during the Gulf 
War, restrained himself at the 
right time. In an attempt to 
draw Israel into the war, [rag 
tired Russian-built Scud missiles 
into Israel. As the missiles 

g* t 
rained down, Shamir did not 
order a military response. 
(Coalition leaders had asked him 
not to. [They feared that any 
such action would drive Arab 
partners out of the coalition 
he CALs Sh h }? (Tne Were 


unlikely to tight at the side of 





[sg vel, thi IT lon Te &nens 


Abowe: Iraq fired Scud missiles into Tel Aviv in an 


; Theveiewes. Gi = 
attempt to draw Israel into the war, but Israel did not Therefore, Shamir had litth 


order a military respec. Lipposite: Yitzhak Shamir was choice but to av nicl striking 
later praised by the coalition for his restraint. back. All he could do was 
provide every Israeli citizen 
with a gas mask because the Scuds might be carrying chemical warheads. 

They were not. Nor did the missiles do much damage. After the w ir, Shamir was 
widely praised for his restraint. The coalition’s crucial Arab members had not left 
and the coalition had stuck togerhet 

Shamir remained prime minister until 1992 when his party, the Likud, lost the 
general election. He then stepped down as the party's leader. He retired from politics 


in |Yo. 











TL) orn to the royal Al Sabah family sometime in 1929, Jabir al-Ahmad Al Sabah 
LJ) Wis homeschooled, largely hy, palace TLRS im Kuwait i ity: | ‘ei, of LDS meme [fs 

of the royal tamily hold most high positions in Kuwait's oil industry, as well as in its 
government, he became head of security at a group of oilfields at age twenty. Sabah 
larer became minister of finance and industry, and then prime minister. In LY// he 
succeeded his cousin and became emir of Kuwait. 

K ial the day Ir | ins whect his Country, il ily and several if he [ membs rs wil rhe 
royal family tled to Saudi Arabia. By some Saudi accounts, they lived in their tempo- 
rary quarters in the same luxury they had 
long enjoyed in Kuwait City. Their lavish 
ways had long irked many Saudis, as well 
as Many other Avrahs LE the Micdle F: isc, 
Saddam | lussein ATONE them. While 
the Iraqi leader Was 0 sitanmeer to luxury 
himself, he still resented Sabah tor his oil 
policies and for his friendship with the 
United States and other Western countries. 





Sabah did not stay idle after tinding a 


comfortable haven. Once settled in, he Abowe: Kuwaitis showed their support for 
formed a government in exile. He also Emir Sabah after the liberation of Kaawait. 
began to beam radio broadcasts to his Right: After seven months in exile, Sabah 
subjects in besieged Kuwait. returned to govern his country. 


His messages urged them to stiffly resist 
the invaders. be NT obeved ard detied the ENEMY. | his (Th: ude the lraqi Law Lip? ion 
more clittic ult th In exp ted Most BL 1ITIS, hi WEVET, dic ri han ¢ thie Wins Oe 
the will to fight back. Innocent victims, thousands of them were killed, wounded, 
or jailed by rampaging lraqi troops 

While still in exile, Sabah reached a settlement with his political opponents back 
hone | Le wreed Co Testor KUWilit § nich mal mcmbly, VW ric i hit had fa lier ‘ lisscoly t d 
when it questioned the government's competence. 

Sabah and his entourage did not return to Kuwait until more than a month after 
the war officially ended in April 1991, His looted and damaged palace became one 
of the first structures to be rebuilt in his war-torm country. In 1992, the emir made 


good on his promise to restore the national assembly 


ee ee 





August 1988 
July 17, 1990 
July 21, 1990 
August 2, 1990 
August 3, 1990 
August 5, 1990 


August 6, 1990 
August 8, 1990 


August 28, 1990 


November 29, 1990 


January 9, 1991 


January 15, 1991 
January 17, 1991 
January 18, 1991 
January 22, 1991 
January 23, 1991 


February 11, 1991 


February 24, 1991 
February 26, 1991 
February 28, 1991 


tonl 11. 1404 


Iran-Iraq War ends. 

Saddam publicly threatens war with Kuwait. 

Iraqi forces move toward Kuwait border. 

iraq invades. United Nations calls for Iraq to withdraw. 
Bush and Thatcher meet in Colorado. 

Bush declares invasion “will not stand.” 


Cheney and Schwarzkopf convince King Fahd that Iraq is 
ready to invade his country. He requests U.S. military aid. 


First U.S. fighter planes land in Saudi Arabia. Britain commits 
air and naval forces for Saudi defense. 


Iraq claims Kuwait as its nineteenth province. 


UN Security Council authorizes use of “all means necessary” 
to eject Iraq from Kuwait. 


Baker meets Tariq Aziz in Geneva in last try for peaceful 
solution. 


UN deadline for Iraqi withdrawal not met. 

Desert Storm launched as coalition air war begins. 
First Scuds hit Israel. 

lraq fires ten Scuds into Saudi Arabia, 


Iraqis start torching Kuwaiti oil wells and dumping oil into the 
quif. 


Air war intensifies, Guided missiles and bombs continue to hit 
iraqi military targets. 


Ground war begins. 


Iraqis flee Kuwait City. 


Ground war ends after only one hundred hours. Cease-fire takes 


effect. 


Gilt War aticiallu ande ater iran arcrent: JIN ceascectles Facalimian 
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